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gradually he overcame his ill-health, till by the time he
entered Harvard University he was as sound as any
other youth of his age, and as an undergraduate had
the strength and skill to make for himself quite a repu-
tation as a boxer.

On completing his education Theodore Roosevelt
made a short trip to Europe, where he climbed the
Jungfrau and the Matterhorn; then went back to New
York and into the office of his uncle, Robert Barnwell
Roosevelt, with the object of studying law. But the
prospect of becoming a lawyer and spending his life
among dusty deeds and wills did not appeal to young
Roosevelt. He wanted to be more in the midst of things,
to have some say in the management of his country, so
he left his uncle's office and went in for politics, and in
1881 he was elected as a Republican representative to
the; New York State Assembly.

Roosevelt was twenty-three at this time, and the
youngest member of the Assembly, but he soon made
his presence felt, and before long there were quite a
number of people who heartily disliked him. It came
about in this way. There was a great deal of trickery
and dishonesty in politics at that time. Men called party
bosses said what was to be done and expected their fol-
lowers to obey them like sheep. Most of them did, but
not Theodore Roosevelt. He spoke and acted just as he
thought best in the public interest, and paid no atten-
tion to the party bosses, and so he incurred the dislike
of those men who wished to run' the political machine
for their own benefit and not in the service of the people.

Theodore remained in politics until 1884; then Grover